Monthly GAP Meeting Minutes

September 2, 2008

1.  Call to Order

President Sherry Carter called the monthly GAP Meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Present:  Bruce Kowal, Marlene Pippin, Sherry Carter, DeAnn Brzezinski, Rebecca Farhat, Joann Mason, Sarah Hana, Jennifer Augustyn, Christina Moore, Charlene Sharpe, Cathy Rowe, Diana Palmeri, Maria Benoit, Lisa Hackert, Genevieve Fomez, Phillis Rynne, David Banet Sr., Janet Walmsley, Kim McGowan, Sharon Altman, Nichol Childs, Deanne Curran, and Sharon Hammerschmidt.

2.  Opening Prayer
3.  Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from the June 4th meeting were reviewed.  A motion to approve was made by Christina Moore, seconded by Charlene Sharpe, and carried unanimously.

4.  Principal’s Report

Mrs. Brzezinski began by reviewing the improvements that have been made possible by the efforts of GAP.  These include the new wood chips on the playground, window shades in the cafeteria, library, offices, and science lab, new carpets in the Kindergarten and Pre-School rooms, new television in the cafeteria, the sound system in the gym, the two mobile presenters, art boards and smocks, 44 new tables in the gym, and the upcoming digital sign.  The bathroom improvements are still scheduled to be done as soon as the maintenance staff can get it completed.

We have begun a mentoring program for new families to the school.  Some other programs that we are looking forward to are the “Aladdin” presentation on October 17th and inviting other authors to speak to the school for Reading Month.

A question was asked about the allocation from last year to obtain new basketball nets for outside.  This was allocated and is to be investigated further this year.  Another question was raised about the new chairs that were to be obtained for the art room.  Mrs. Brzezinski stated that chairs were available from other classrooms but that she would verify that this had been completed.

A comment was made regarding some other presentations that may be available.  The Jewish Ensemble Theater has programs on bullying, peer pressure, etc. that may be possible.

5.  Treasurer’s Report
During the review of the report, it was noted that the entry for the faculty welcome lunch expense was entered incorrectly as “Faculty Appreciation”.  This will be moved to the proper account of Parent – Faculty welcome.  With the exception of this entry, a motion was made to approve the report by Cathy Rowe, seconded by Jennifer Augustyn, and carried unanimously.

6.  Reports by Event Chairs
Entertainment Books:  The sale will begin on 9/11 and run through 9/25/08.  If each family sells two books, we will earn $3,600.  There will be an Ice Cream party awarded for the top selling class in the Pre-School through 5th grade and another for the Academy.

Market Day:  The first sale is under way.  There are national and local promotions under way for anyone that registers their e-mail with Market Day.

Mom to Mom Sale:  The first sale is scheduled for September 13th.  The tables and racks are already sold out even with the price of these increased.  This year, there will not be a GAP table.  However, we will sell large ticket items.  The bake sale will take place again.  We are still in need of pop and water for the concession sales.  Also, student volunteers are needed on Friday from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm and Saturday from 8:30 am to 2:00 pm.  If you are interested, contact Janet Walmsley.

Golf Outing:  The outing will be held on September 19th with a shotgun start at 1:00 pm.  Although some of the costs have increased this year, we have kept the price the same at $90.00 per person.  Even with the increased costs, we should earn a $21 profit for each golfer.  We are still in need of sponsors and 4 or 5 volunteers to take photographs.  If anyone is interested, contact Dave Banet.

Walk-A-Thon:  The date for this year’s walk is September 26th.  Prizes have been obtained and the pledge forms should be sent home within the next week.  We are thinking of trying some different ideas this year to generate a greater response.  We are also thinking of incorporating the 60th anniversary of the school into this.

School Supply Bundles:  This program went well this year.  We got an additional discount since we signed the contract by November.  The company that we are dealing with is working out well.  If anyone’s students are missing an item or received a broken item, please contact Christina Moore.

7.  Old Business

Faculty and Parent Welcome:  The faculty lunch went very well.  The food was excellent and came in under budget.  A “Thank You” card was shared at this meeting.  The parent welcome on the first two days was a success.  This year, it was moved to the cafeteria and seemed to work well.

Welcome Back Picnic:  Thank you to ALL of the volunteers that helped make this a huge success.  Our new idea of the Chilli cook-off went well also.  Suggestions have already been made for next year’s picnic.

8.  New Business
Marlene Pippin was introduced as a candidate for the President Elect position.  Cathy Rowe made a motion to accept this nomination, Diana Palmeri seconded the motion, and it was carried unanimously.

The Secretary position still remains vacant as of this meeting.

On September 28th, we will be participating in the Cranbrook Educational Expo from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm.  We need a couple of parents to participate and help promote the school.  Please contact the school office for details.

This year, the focus of the school will be to move forward and work on the positive aspects of the school.

Everyone was informed that the GAP meetings this year will be held on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm.  The only month that will be an exception is November due to Election day.

9.  Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.

Minutes pending approval.

